g CITY OF DULUTH

Planning Division

éq

Frne oy
DULUTH 411 W 1% st, Rm 208 * Duluth, Minnesota 55802-1197
EaEwmas Phone: 218/730.5580 Fax: 218/723-3559

STAFF REPORT

File Number |[PL 14-023 Contact Jenn Reed Moses, jmoses@duluthmn.gov
?;g;ication Planning Review Planning Commission Date |4/8/14
Deadline Application Date 3/17/14 60 Days  |5/16/2014
for Action | pate Extension Letter Mailed  [3/20/14 120 Days |7/15/2014
Location of Subject {210 W. Michigan St

Applicant |Duluth Transit Authority Contact [jheilig@duluthtransit.com

Agent Jim Heilig Contact [623-4316; jheilig@duluthtransit.com
Legal Description Block 10 lot 1 Duluth Central Division

Site Visit Date 32114 Sign Notice Date 3/2414
Neighbor Letter Date|3/24/14 Number of Letters Sent |20

Proposal

Planning Review for an 180,000 sq ft multimodal transportation facility. The project is located at the southeast corner of Michigan
Street and 3rd Avenue W (existing Wells Fargo parking ramp and FA Salter office building), and also includes Transit Center East,
(on Superior Street), North West Passage, Harbor Center skywalk (skywalk across freeway to DECC), and Wells Fargo skywalk.
Facility will contain 410 parking spaces, 9 bus platform spaces and 3 bus platform spaces, and capacity for 120 bikes.

Current Zoning Existing Land Use Future Land Use Map Designation
Subject |Mu-C Commercial Central Business Primary
North F-8 Commercial Central Business Primary
South MU-C Freeway Transportation and Utilities
East MU-C Commercial Central Business Primary
West MU-C Commercial/Residential Central Business Primary

Summary of Code Requirements (reference section with a brief description):
50-15.3 MU-C District - Planning review by the Planning Commission is required for new development, redevelopment, and

expansions in the MU-C district.

50-18.1E Storm Water Management - Addresses water runoff quality and quantity pre- and post-construction.

50-23 Connectivity and Circulation - Focuses on pedestrian and bicycle accommodations.

50-24 Parking and Loading - Addresses required minimum and maximum parking spaces and loading docks, dimensional

standards, snow storage and pedestrian circulation.
50-25 Landscaping and Tree Preservation - Landscaping standards such as materials, plant size, location, tree preservation and

replacement.
50-26 Screening, Walls, and Fences - Screening of mechanical equipment, loading areas, and commercial containers, plus

regulations regarding fences and retaining walls.

50-30 Design Standards - Building standards for multi-family, commercial, institutional, and industrial buildings.

50-31 Exterior Lighting - Directs the minimum and maximum illumination values and lighting fixtures for a site.

50-37.11 Planning Review - Planning Commission shall approve the Planning Review or approve it with modifications, if it is
determined that the application complies with all applicable provisions of this Chapter.
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Comprehensive Plan Findings (Governing Principle and/or Policies) and Current History (if applicable):

Principle #1- Reuse previously developed lands. This site currently contains a parking ramp and office building.
Principle #7 - Create and maintain connectivity. This applies to streets and highways, transit system, sidewalks, bikeways, and

trails.

Future Land Use - Central Business Primary: Encompasses a broad range of uses and intensities, including significant retail,
entertainment, high-density housing, public spaces, public parking facilities. Protection of historic buildings, form-based
guidelines, pedestrian-oriented design.

Discussion (use numbered or bullet points; summarize and attach department, agency and citizen comments):

1.) 50-15.3 (MU-C District) - A "bus or rail transit station" is a permitted use in the MU-C district.

2.) 50-18.1 (Natural Resources Overlay) - Property is not within any shoreland or flood plain. Per City Engineering, the site will meet
stormwater standards for a redevelopment. The DTA and City are working cooperatively on a stormwater structure that will be
located on City property.

3.) 50-23 (Connectivity) - Site meets the goal of connectivity by providing transit, automobile, and bicycle facilities, and
connections via sidewalks and skywalks. Applicant has requested two variances for skywalk transparency (PL 14-024 and 14-025).
4.) 50-24 (Parking) - The UDC does not state parking requirements for transit facilities, as the amount of parking needed depends
on such factors as connectivity with other transit providers, location, frequency of routes, etc. The parking ramp and lot meet
parking standards for dimensions of parking spaces and drive aisles.

5.) 50-25 (Landscaping) - Because the building abuts the front lot line (and skywalks will cross property line), no street frontage
landscaping is required. Project is not required to provide any additional landscaping.

6.) 50-26 (Screening, Walls, & Fences) - A rooftop HVAC unit will be screened by a wall along 3rd Avenue W. No loading areas or
commercial containers are proposed.

7.) 50-27 (Signs) - Any signs will need to apply for and receive a building permit prior to installation.

8.) 50-29 (Sustainability) - Development will need 4 sustainability points. These are verified during the building permit process.
9.) 50-30 (Building Design Standards) - Building elevations and renderings demonstrate compliance with parking structure
standards. One element that will be incorporated (but is not shown in the plans) is decorative LED lighting on the rear of the
structure. The ground floor of the south elevation is two stories tall, resulting in large openings that feel out of scale with the
remainder of the structure. Staff recommends that applicant create additional horizontal breaks in these openings to improve the
appearance of the rear facade.

10.) 50-31 (Exterior Lighting) - Project proposes exterior lights along the boarding area on Michigan Street. To allow for lighting in
the passenger loading zone, applicant has requested a variance for lighting along the front property line (PL 14-026).

11.) No public, agency, or City comments were received.

12.) Per UDC 50-37.1.N, an approved Planning Review will expire if the project or activity authorized is not begun within 1 year.

Staff Recommendation (include Planning Commission findings, i.e., recommend to approve):

Based on the above findings, Staff recommends that Planning Commission approve the application, with the following conditions:

1.) The project be limited to, constructed, and maintained according to Floor Plans (A2.01, A2.02, A2.03, and A2.04) and Exterior
Elevations (A3.01, A3.02, A3.03, A3.21, A3.22, and A3.31), all dated 1/21/14.

2.) Applicant shall meet lighting standards and skywalk requirements, or receive the requested variances for these items.

3.) Sustainability standards shall meet UDC requirements.

4.) Applicant apply for and receive any sign permits, according to the City's sign regulations.

5.) Project include decorative LED lighting along the south facade, with light sources shielded behind louvers.

6.) The ground floor of the south exterior include additional horizontal breaks in the openings, to be approved by Land Use
Supervisor.

7.) Any alterations to the approved plans that do not alter major elements of the plan may be approved by the Land Use
Supervisor without further Planning Commission; however, no such administrative approval shall constitute a variance from the
provisions of Chapter 50.

Attachments (aerial photo with zoning; future land use map; site plan; copies of correspondence)
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DTA

Duluth Transit Authority

2402 West Michigan Street « Duluth, Minnesota 55806-1988 * 218/722-4426 « Fax 218/722-4428
www.duluthtransit.com « general e-mail: dta@duluthtransit.com

Response to Comments from City Staff

Plan Review
1. City Comment: The printed versions of the plans were pixelated/blurred and often hard to read.

I have the digital files for most of them and can try to print better copies — but anything |
couldn’t access from the earlier version | downloaded, | will need a new copy of (notably the
photometric plans, which I can’t r 8 note on the photometric plans: blue
doesn’t photocopy well, and anning Commissioners to see if
another color can he
a) DTARe ubmit full size plan
- i ) ( vill be replaced

21'-0” (75 deg)
21°-0” (75 deg)
250" (90 deg) ——
18'-0” (75 deg)

8  18-0"(75deg) - S
Level 3
Row A-B 20°-0" (75.deg) one-way
Row A-B/5-6  18'-0” (75 deg) one-way B e e
~_~RowB-C .- 20-0” (75deg)one-way . - b Fila

: 7’_6"
Row A-B 21’-0” (75 deg) one-way
Row A-B/5-6  18’-0” (75 deg) one-way
Row B-C 21’-0” (75 deg) one-way
Row C-D 25’-0” (90 deg) two-way

Lane @ C2 25’-6” (90 deg) two-way
Lane @ B2 20’-0" (75 deg) one-way
Lane @ B6 17’-6” (75 deg) no parking

29

Page |1



4. City Comment: Do you know what your light fixtures will look like? The illustrations show wall
mounted lights that don’t appear to meet our lighting code. Any info you can tell me would be
helpful. Spec sheets of specific fixtures are best, but if you don’t know those, then information
about whether they will be wall mounted, recessed, etc.

a) DTA Response: We are proposing the attached Hevi-Lite LED up/down wall sconce at
the Michigan St elevation, in clear anodized aluminum finish. It has a clean look and
the clear anodized matches the glass mullions. A specification sheet has been added

to the plan set.

Harbor Center Skywalk
1. City Comment'
much you

2. Clty Comment We W|l| need an elevatlon orimage: of the skywalk showmg where the glazmg

will go. o
a) DTA Response. See daiabove: oo G iy P

3. City Comment: We need to know how much of the skywalk is transparent now, and how much
will be transparent after you put the glazing in (i.e. your variance request is to go from 50%

_transparency to ___% transparency)

: "a) DTA Response: The current Wells Fargo skywalk is 36% glaii‘ng on both sides. The
film is 87%

continues into the right of way far enough until it reaches the 2fc level.

a) DTAResponse: See the variance application for updated plans (the blue is just the
location of the fixture). The DTA will provide a photometric plan that continues into
the right of way until it reaches the 2fc level, but this will not be completed in time for
this revised submittal. We propose that the city conditions approval upon receipt and

approval of this plan.

Page |2
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SPECIFICATIONS

DESCRIPTION:
Wall mount square Up/Down LED fixture.
Suitable for wet/damp/dry location installations.

MATERIAL.:
Standard overall material is 6061 aluminum.
HL-340S-2X-LED - Machined Aluminum

FINISH:
AA - Anodized Satin Aluminum
AP - Powder Coat Aluminum
BK - Powder Coat Black
BZ - Powder Coat Bronze
WT - Powder Coat White

LED OPTIONS:
Integral high output LED, warm white
(3000K CCT) standard, others available.
3LED - 3W LED
8LED - 8W LED

Optics
SP - Spot, 12°
NF - Narrow Flood, 24°
FL - Flood, 36°

VOLTAGE:
12 - 12 VAC output transformer required,
not included.

MOUNTING:
Fixture is equipped with a 4.75" mounting plate
and (2) mounting screws.

OPTIONS:
Lenses/Louvers/Color Filters
LA-1 - Hexcell Louver (Black)
LA-2 - Prismatic lens
LA-3 - Linear spread lens
LA-4 - Soft focus lens (diffused)
LA-5 - Moonlight lens
LA-6 - Blue lens
See fixture accessories for more information.

RATING:
Wet/damp/dry location.

MADE IN THE USA

4.3/4"
[121]

T

21/4" ]

[56]

0 Ty |
o7 -
ORDER SPECIFICATION: - . .
Fixture Finish Lamping Voltage Options/Access.

PROJECT: ® HEVI LITE, INC.

9714 Variel Ave, Chatsworth, CA 91311
APPROVED: Tel., (818) 341-8091 - Fax (818) 998-1986

Web Site http://www.hevilite.com
NOTE: CATALOG NUMBER:
TYPE: HL-340S-2X-LED

THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS DRAWING IS THE SOLE PROPERTY OF HEVI LITE, INC. ANY REPRODUCTION IN PART OR WHOLE WITHOUT THE WRITTEN PERMISSION OF HEVI LITE, INC. IS PROHIBITED.
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